
 

Order of Draw 

1 Blood     

Cultures 

2 Citrate 

3 Serum 

4 Heparin 

5 EDTA 

6 Oxalate 

are drawn FIRST to prevent 
needles from contamination 
with bacteria from other 
tubes. 

is SECOND to prevent 
carryover of additives from 
other tubes. 

is THIRD to prevent additives 
known to affect potassium 
from carrying over. 

is FOURTH to prevent additives 
known to affect potassium 
from carrying over. 
 
is FIFTH to prevent EDTA 
from altering results from 
other tubes. 

is LAST to prevent oxalate 
from altering test results of 
other tubes. 
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